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for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the national emergency 
and related measures blocking the 
property of certain persons contrib-
uting to the conflict in Côte d’Ivoire 
are to continue in effect beyond Feb-
ruary 7, 2007. 

The situation in or in relation to 
Côte d’Ivoire, which has been addressed 
by the United Nations Security Council 
in Resolution 1572 of November 15, 2004, 
and subsequent resolutions, has re-
sulted in the massacre of large num-
bers of civilians, widespread human 
rights abuses, significant political vio-
lence and unrest, and attacks against 
international peacekeeping forces lead-
ing to fatalities. This situation poses a 
continuing unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency and related measures block-
ing the property of certain persons con-
tributing to the conflict in Côte 
d’Ivoire. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE,February 5, 2007. 
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REPORT ON MATTERS RELATING 
TO INTERDICTION OF AIRCRAFT 
ENGAGED IN ILLICIT DRUG 
TRAFFICKING—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110–12) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with the authorities relat-
ing to official immunity in the inter-
diction of aircraft engaged in illicit 
drug trafficking (Public Law 107–108, as 
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2291–4), and in order 
to keep the Congress fully informed, I 
am providing a report prepared by my 
Administration. This report includes 
matters relating to the interdiction of 
aircraft engaged in illicit drug traf-
ficking. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 5, 2007. 
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BUDGET OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 110–3) 

The Speaker pro tempore laid before 
the House the following message from 
the President of the United States; 

which was read and, together with the 
accompanying papers, without objec-
tion, referred to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and ordered to be printed: 

THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT 
America is a country of opportunity. 

Throughout our history, we have over-
come great challenges by drawing on 
the strength, creativity, and resolve of 
the American people. We have adapted 
to change—while maintaining our com-
mitment to freedom and an open econ-
omy. 

Our economy is strong and growing, 
Federal revenues are robust, and we 
have made significant progress in re-
ducing the deficit. The Budget I am 
presenting achieves balance by 2012. 
My formula for a balanced budget re-
flects the priorities of our country at 
this moment in its history: protecting 
the homeland and fighting terrorism, 
keeping the economy strong with low 
taxes, and keeping spending under con-
trol while making Federal programs 
more effective. 

As Commander in Chief, my highest 
priority is the security of our Nation. 
My Budget invests substantial re-
sources to fight the Global War on Ter-
ror, and ensure our homeland is pro-
tected from those who would do us 
harm. We will transform our military 
to meet the new threats of the 21st 
Century and provide the brave men and 
women on the front lines with the re-
sources they need to be successful in 
this decisive ideological struggle. The 
Budget will support a new strategy in 
Iraq that demands more from Iraq’s 
elected government, and gives Amer-
ican forces in Iraq the reinforcements 
they need to complete their mission. 
And it will continue to provide the 
tools necessary to keep America safe 
by detecting, disrupting, and disman-
tling terrorist plots. 

The U.S. economy is strong. Since 
August 2003, 7.2 million jobs have been 
created. Unemployment is low. Wages 
are growing. Productivity is strong. In-
flation and interest rates are low. And 
we have seen tremendous progress de-
spite a series of challenges, including 
recession, the terrorist attacks of 2001, 
corporate scandals, the costliest nat-
ural disaster in our Nation’s history, 
energy price spikes, and a temporary 
slowdown in the housing sector. The 
resilience of our economy is a tribute 
to America’s workers and entre-
preneurs. And well-timed, pro-growth 
tax policies helped create the right cli-
mate for innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. 

The Federal deficit is declining and 
on a path to elimination. Last year, we 
successfully met our goal of cutting 
the deficit in half, three years ahead of 
schedule. This occurred because tax re-
lief helped the economy to recover and 
grow, resulting in record-high revenues 
while we restrained non-security dis-
cretionary spending. With continued 
strong economic growth and spending 
discipline, we are now positioned to 
balance the budget by 2012, while pro-
viding for our national security and 
making tax relief permanent. 

My Budget proposes to keep non-se-
curity discretionary spending below in-
flation for the next five years. My 
Budget also reforms projects and 
spending that don’t get the job done. 
We need lawmakers’ support to help us 
accomplish this goal—including re-
forms that will improve the Congres-
sional budget process. 

To bolster public confidence in the 
Government’s ability to manage tax-
payers’ money successfully, Congress 
should adopt earmark reform. The ear-
mark process should be made more 
transparent, ending the practice of 
concealing earmarks in so-called re-
port language never included in legisla-
tion. The number and cost of earmarks 
should be cut by at least half by the 
end of this session. I have also called 
on Congress to adopt the legislative 
line-item veto, which gives the Legisla-
tive and Executive Branches a tool to 
help eliminate wasteful spending. 
These common-sense reforms will help 
prevent billions of taxpayers’ dollars 
from being spent on unnecessary and 
unjustified projects. 

To keep this economy strong we 
must take on the challenge of entitle-
ments. Social Security, Medicare, and 
Medicaid are commitments of con-
science, and so it is our duty to keep 
them permanently sound. If we do not 
address this challenge, we will one day 
leave our children with three bad op-
tions: huge tax increases, huge deficits, 
or huge and immediate cuts in benefits. 

In the short term, my Budget works 
to slow the rate of growth of these pro-
grams, saving $96 billion over five 
years. This Administration is also ac-
tively working with Congress to com-
prehensively reform and improve these 
vital programs so they will be strong 
for the next generations of Americans. 

I am optimistic about the future of 
our country. We are an entrepreneurial 
and hard-working Nation. And while 
we face great challenges, we enjoy 
great opportunities. This Budget re-
flects our highest priorities while re-
ducing the deficit and achieving a bal-
anced budget by 2012. I am confident 
that this approach will help make our 
country more secure and more pros-
perous. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
February 5, 2007. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia) at 6 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 
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